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Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


1999  YEC  records  upswing  on  decisions 


with  the  content  and  the  accomplishment," 
Lum  said. 

Most  of  the  decisions  were  registered 
during  the  invitaticwi.  given  foUowmg  the 
College^ampus  in  Clinton  was  the  site*fbr  message  of  Danny  Lanier,  cm  evangelist 
36  decisions  for  Christ  as  Mississippi  teens  from  Little  Rock  (Miss);  Lanier  is  a  long- 
gathered  to  bring  in  thejnar  2000  at  the  time  evangelist  with  a  heart  for  teenagers, 
1999  Mississippi  Baptist^^Qath  Evangelism  Lum  said.  Lanier's  message  challenged 
Conference  C^C),  on  I^.  ^.  >  students  to  not  just  talk  the  talk,  but  to  also 

Though  the  estimated  attendance  of  walk  the  walk  witii  Christ, 
around  wX)  did  not  approach  the  record  of  The  youth  heard  testimonies  from 
over  3,000  last  year,  Don  Lum,  youth  con-  Alison  Eftckey,  a  Tupelo  native  and  student 
sultant  for  ^e  Evangelism  Department  of  at  Ole  Miss;  Doug  Buckles,  the  Dandy 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  Dozen  linemcm  on  the  5A  state  champion 
(MBCB),  said  the  conference  was  a  success  Madision  Centred  football  team;  and  Misty 
in  the  area  that  matters  the  most- —  deci-  Futral,  finalist  in  the  1999  Miss  Mississippi 
sions  for  Christ.  ^  pagent  and  daughter  of  MBCB  executive 

The  1999  YEC  saw  29  professions  of  director-treasurer  Jim  Futral. 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 
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Kevin  l^^lliams 


ttiree  words;  Thee,  Me,  and 
:We.  Basing  his  message  on 


in  answering  God's 
by  saying  "send  me," 
and  to  ienn  with  others  as 
"we"  tali£  on  the  challenges 
of  the  next  millennium. 

The  2000 

return  the  two-day  for- 
mat 

scheduled  for 

For  more 
contact  Lum 

Telephone;  (601)  292-3278 

Y2K  READY  —  Trent  Bell,  (center  in  blue  shirt),  youth  minister  at  Bediesda  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson 
Church,  Metro  Association,  is  surrounded  by  the  youth  from  his  church  during  the  (800)  748-1651,  ext  278.  E- 
1999  Mississipipi  Baptist  Youth  Evangelism  ConfereiKe.  (Photo  by  Carl  M.  White)  mail:  dlumStanbcb.org. 


Other  speakers 
included  Jim  Futral 
and  Scott  Cren¬ 
shaw,  a  youth 
evangelist  from 
San  Marcos,  Tex. 

Also  featured 
were  music  leader 
Kevin  Williams  of 
Clinton;  magician 
and  comedian 
Mark  Fore  of 
Hendersonville, 
NC.;  and  Dennis 
Lee,  a  ventriloquist 
from  Dallas,  Tex. 

Crenshaw  chal¬ 
lenged  Christian 
students  to 

answer  the  call  of 
God  to  ministry. 

In  the  final  ses- 
Futral  gave 


WATCH  YOUR  CUE  — 
Ventriloquist  Dennis  Lee  (cen¬ 
ter)  of  Dallas  uses  masked  vol¬ 
unteers  from  the  audience  as 
his  ventriloquist  dummies  in 
part  of  his  act  during  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Youth 
Evangelism  Conference  on  the 
Mississippi  College  campus  in 
Clinton  on  Dec.  31 .  Mark  Long 
(right),  pastor  of  Perkinston 
Church,  Perkinston,  and  Virgil 
Walters,  a  youth  spionsor  from 
Midway  Church,  Meridiart 
served  as  Lee's  dummies. 
(Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 


sions, 
each  teen  a  lami¬ 
nated  card  with 


Misty  Futral 


^11,  it  appears  we  dodged  the  Y2K  the  future  and  get 
/  bullet.  For  all  the  ballyhoo  and  back  to  the  serious 
hand-wringing,  it's  pretty  much  business  of  winning 
lospitals  didn't  go  dark,  aircraft  did-  Mississippi  and  the 
lide  in  mid-air,  and  banks  didn't  run  world  to  Jesus, 
money.  because  we've  got 

le  experts  attribute  the  quiet  holiday  our  work  cut  out  for 
nd  to  the  massive  proactive  effort  in  us  in  the  post-mod- 
lunt^  that  pourea  $100  billion  into  em,  post-Christian 
iter  fixes  and  contingency  planning,  culture  in  which  we 
experts  say  the  proDiem  was  live, 
own  from  the  start.  There  is  an 

vever,  for  those  people  who  can't  get  increasingly  preva¬ 
il  life  without  a  crisis  of  some  type,  lent  attitude  in  this 
here's  a  new  list  of  dates  aTOut  county  that  religion 
which  they  can  worry,  courtesy  of  —  Christianity,  in 
The  Wall  Street  Journal  and  other  particular  —  has 
sources:  .  served  out  its  useful- 

♦  February  29,  2000  —  Most  big  ness  and  can  now  be 
mainframe  computers  are  pro-  deposited  on  the  ash 

S'*immed  to  know  that  yeairs  divis-  '  . 

le  by  100  are  not  normally  leap 

J rears  (years  divisible  by  400  are 
eap  years,  but  computers  don't 
know  that.)  That  means  some  com¬ 
puter  systems  may  encounter  more 
than  the  usual  number  of  anticipat¬ 
ed  quadrennial  problems. 

♦  October  10,  2000  —  the  first 
day.  that  newly  Y2K-reprogrammed 
computers  will  have  to  deal  with  a 
six-digit  date. 

♦  January  1,  2019  —  If  Y2K  con¬ 
tractors  did  a  widely-known  "quick  and 
dirty"  fix  this  time  around  instead  of  a  full 
inspection  arid  update  of  every  line  of  pro¬ 
gramming  code,  they  only  bought  20  years 
of  time  instead  of  permanently  repairing 
the  Y2K  problem.  We  coujd  have  Y^  deia 
vu  all  over  again  (apologies  to  Yogi  BerraV 
♦  January  19,  20!^  — Tor  dating  reasons 
too  complex  to  explain  here,  the  increas- 
ingly-popular  Unix  computer  operating 
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"faith"  in  the  smor- 

gasbord  of  spiritual  offerings  available  in  It's  the  only  Light  that  can  make  a  heave 
America  today.  ly  difference  for  those  who  don't  know  tl 

Do  you  like  Buddhist  teachings  on  inner  ^vior  as  we  know  the  Savior, 
peace?  Put  a  serving  oh  your  plate.  Does  Everyone  who  willingly  chooses  to  fc 
Ae  Rastafarians'  worshipful  use  of  mari-  low  Jesus  Christ  has  the  privilege,  ar 
juana  appeal  to  you?  Take  some.  How  responsibility  of  sharing  the  Gospel  wi 
about  the  rules  of  some  Islamic  sects  that  lost  people  in  the  house  next  door,  down  tl 
permit  polygamy?  You  can  have  a  sample  blocK,  across  town,  throughout  their  stal 
of  that  with  no  problem.  around  their  natibn,  and  across  the  world 

Leave  room  for  a  taste  of  comet  worship.  Let's  start  the  new  year/century/mille 
arimal  sacrifice,  voodoo,  astrology  —  any-  nium  by  rededicating  ourselves  to  the  mi 
thmg  you  want,  really  —  and  you'll  have  sion  that  has  been  put  before  us  by  oi 
an  idea  of  what  passes  for  reli^on  in  this  Lord.  It  won't  be  easy  in  this  religion-hosti 
co^try  today  .  culture  in  which  we  live,  but  we  must  do : 

The  problem  is,  it  s  all  spiritual  junk  Always  remember  that  there  is  no  eartl 
f^  and  will  inevitably  lead  to  a  fatal  case  ly  foiee  that  can  stop  us,  and  when  it  corn* 
of  eternal  indigestion.  to  the  future,  don't  sweat  the  details. 

It  s  crucial  that  those  of  us  who  hold  the  The  One  who  Uterally  spoke  the  worl 
Meanwhile,  lets  quit  worrymg  about  Ught  share  it  with  this  dark  and  lost  world,  into  existence  has  that  under  control,  too. 
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^stem  could  experience  it  own  Y2K  melt¬ 
down  on  this  day. 

There.  Coinbiried  with  their  own  local 
and  regional  crises,  that  should  give  the 
sign-watchers  and  worriers  more  than 
enough  to  watch  for  and  worry  about  for 
the  remainder  of  their  lifetimes. 
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(1974).  Walvoord  predicted  that 
the  U.S.  would  approach  self 
sufficiency  in  oil  production, 
which  would  trigger  an  Arab 
oil  boycott,  which  would  in 
turn  create  a  crisis  of  such  pro¬ 
portion  that  it  would  start  the 
apocalypse.  Like  Lindsey, 
Walvoord  said  the  U.S.  would 
be  less  and  less  of  a  power  arid 
influence  in  world  affairs. 
When  was  all  this  to  begin? 
Surely  by  the  mid  1980s. 

These  guys  were  wrong ‘at 
evety  turn,  and  so  were  the 
radical  Y2K  predictions.  Maybe 
Y2K  was  a  real  threat  and  all 
the  attention  and' work  avoided 
a  real  disaster.  We  may  never 
know  the  truth.  However,  one 
truth  remains  unchanged.  The 
words  of  the  old  hymn  express 
it  adequately: 

I  known  not  when  the  Lord  may 
come. 

at  night,  or  noonday  fair. 

Nor  if  I'll  walk  the  vail  with 
Him, 

Or  meet  Him  in  the  air. 

But  I  know  ,whom  I  have 
believed. 

And  am  persuaded  that  He  is 
able 

To  keep  that  which  I’ve  comrhit- 
ted 

Unto  Him  against  that  day. 


A  Pastor's  Perspective: 

HThe  sky  is  falling, 

or  maybe  not 

By  Carl  M.  White,  Associate  Editor 
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Penny  the  hen.  p^e  ar^ment  the  landscape  convincing  us  Books  and  mai 
sounding  sensible,  Henny  disaster  was  imminent  and  we  predicting  the  t 
Penny  jomed  Kluck  and  ran  to  better  all  get  ready.  like  hot^kes 

tell  Cocky  Locky  the  roster.  Midni^t  passed,  the  year  over  again,  end 
They  in  him  ran  to  tell  Lucky  2000  began,  and  CNN  declared  prediefions  end  i 
Ducky,  who  also  believed  them,  all  was  well  around  the  world.  Consider  Hal 
^  they  all  ran  to  tell  Goosy  '  One  article  I  read  estimated  Late  Great  Plan 
Poosy.  Finally,  the  fanatical  that  the  United  States  spent  in  lished  in  the 
belrevers  ran  to  teU  Foxy  Coxy,  excess  of  $100  bilUon  on  Y2K  According  to  Lir 
Hearing  the  story  and  seeing  readiness.  Perhaps  it  did  save  of  the  tin^,  Israi 
opportuniW,  Foxy  Coxy  said  us  from  Armageddon.  Perhaps  repossess  all 
they  should  all  run  into  the  a  few  Foxy  Coxys  laughed  all  rebuild  the  Temp 
woods.  Once  the  fox  had  them  the  way  to  the  bank.  animal  sacrifices 

in  the  woods,  he  ate  thepi  all  up.  Of  course,  there  were  a  few  invade  Israel, 
This  anonymous  fairy  tale  is  Y2K  problems.  Somewhere  in  would  not  be  ab 
a  lesson  about  being  careful  New  >rsey  a  guy  returned  a  because  by  this  I 
who  you  listen  to,  who  you  rented  video  tape  on  Jan.  3,  have  mov^  fror 
believe,  and  who  you  follow.  2000,  and  was  charged  $91,000  even  weaker  pos 
For  some  reason,  I  kept  for  being  99  years  late.  tary  and  world  p 

thinking  about  this  story  dur-  It  is  alarming  how  eager  Or  consider  Jc 
ing  all  the  about  the  Y2K  people  are  to  bdieve  disaster  riopular  book  Ar 
bug.  Several  Klucks  ran  across  and  Armageddon  predictions,  and  the  MiddI 
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publishes  new  women's  Bible  study 


Proverbs  31.  Each  woman,  how¬ 
ever,  teaches  a  lesson  in  faithful¬ 
ness,  the  focus  of  the  book. 

EHpboye  believes  that  faith¬ 
fulness  *is  about  day-to-day 
learning  and  growing,  being 
and  domg. 

"It  is  the  journey 
inwanj  into  ongoing 
spiritual  renews  and 
growth,  but  it  is  also 
I  me  journey  outward 
I  in  Christian  service." 
I  She  expands 


in  Gratitude  and  Generosity." 

Stevens  relates  the  story  of  a 
young  pastor's  wife  who  was 
overwhelmed  with  gifts  and 
acts  of  kindness  by  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  their  new  pastorate. 

The  young  woman  thought. 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  —  Stevens  recommends  that 
Responding  to  a  growing  num-  groups  study  the  characteristics 
ber  of  requests  for  Bible  studv  m  the  order  presented  "because 
materials,  national  Woman's  they  build  from  self-worth  to 
Missionary  Union  (WMU)  has  love  like  stair  steps." 
published  the  first  two  books  in  After  the  initial  study  of  the 
a  new  Bible  study  series,  book,  a  woman  could  revisit  the 
"Hmeless  Bible 

Truths  for  the  21st 
Century 

The  two 

titles  are_"Women  of 

Oak  l^dgi^  lenn.,  [M 


BAPTISTS 


Ja  disoission  group 
witfi  other  students. 

Each  bodk  con¬ 
tains  helpful  exercis¬ 
es  at  the  end  of  each 
chapter  which  are 
desired  to  "move  women  from 
studying  die  Bible  to  actually 
doing  something  as  a  result  of 
what  they  understand  the  Bible 
to  say  to  them,"  she  noted. 

WMU  is  looking  at  pwissible 
topics  for  the  future,  but  final 


Carolyn  Dipboye 


Velma  Darbo  Stevens 


recognizes  that 
Bible  study  groups 
are  growing  not 
only  in  number  but  also  in 
depth,  and  these  books  address  a 
those  needs. 

In  writing 

Formed  in  You,"  Stevens  hoped  to 
that  studying  Christian  charac-  am 
ter  traits  "would  inspire 
women  to  a  nevver  and  deeper 
understanding  and  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  those  qualities."  She 
sees  this  study  as  a  primer  for 
Christian  growth. 

Virtues  such  as  faith  and 
wisdom,  power  and  persis¬ 
tence,  kindness  and  friendship,  bul  thatpo’ 
and  mercy  «md  forgiveness  are 
addressed  with  contemporary 
anecdotes  cmd  applications. 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


particular  chapters  that  address  since  she 
timely  need  m  her  life.  taught  tha 

Stevens  says  she  has  per-  than  to  re 
Until  Christ  is  sonally  lived  a  Ufetime  of  t^ing  some  way 

■ow  these  characteristics,  of  kindne: 
ihe  believes  that  the  chap-  SteverK 
ter  on  "Growing  in  Power  and  her  that  a 
Pereistence"  may  be  the  most  was  suffi( 
difficult  for  women  today  to  women  d< 
She  apply  because  of  our  cultural  reciprocal 
conditioning.  thoughtfu 

She  aclmowledges  that  "Wome 
women  are  taught  to  oe  gentle.  Lives  Tha 
a  godly  characteristic  in  itself,  stories  of 
•wer  is  seen  as  a  mas-  Bible  with 
culine  virtue.  examples  i 

Another  trait  that  m^  evoke  Accord 
a  struggle  is  that  of  "Growing  Dipboye, 

women  le 

Bivocational  pastor  shot 

JACKSON,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  A  Tennessee  bivocational  pastor, 
shot  three  times  during  a  traffic  st<m  while  on  duty  as  a  police 
ofBcer,  is  expected  to  make  a  full  recover  according  to^a^ 
spokeaperson  for  Jadcstm-Madiscm  County  (Jeneral  Hospital. 

Roy  Wyatt,  pastor  of  Darden  Church,  Jackson,  Tenn.,  was 
listed  in  fair  condition  in  the  hospital's  intensive  <tare  unit.  He 
has  been  recovering  there  since  the  Nov.  26  shooting. 

In  addition  to  Im  duties  as  a  pastor,  Wyatt,  50,  is  a  police 
officer  for  the  Parsons,  Term.,  Police  Departn^t. 

Wyatt  and  his  partner  stopped  a  car  driven  by  Michael 
Pearcy,  who  was  wanted  for  questioning  by  the  Tennessee 
Bureau  of  Investigation.  After  Pearty  alle^dfy  opened  fire  on 
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plans  will  be  based  on  the 
response  to  the  first  books, 
Turrentine  added. 

The  Timeless  Bible  Truths 
series  is  available  in  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources  book 
stores  or  through  WMU 
Customer  Service,  1-800-968- 
7301.  Each  book  costs  $8.99. 
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Clarke  College  in  Newton,  now  a  division  of  Mississippi  College  in 
Clinton,  is  placed  on  academic  probation  for  the  second  year.  The 
Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools  recommends  strengtaening 
the  school  in  two  areas:  long-range  planning  and  increased  financing. 


The  executive  committee  of  the  Georgia  Baptist  Convention  publicly 
affirms  its  intention  to  retain  Jack  Harwell  as  editor  of  The  Christian 
Index,  the  Georgia  Baptist  news  journal.  Complainants  have  been  seeking 
Harwell's  dismissal  bwause  of  his  theological  views. 


The  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  in  Nashville  is  given  the  green 
light  by  the  executive  committee  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
for  development  of  a  western  assembly  at  Glorieta,  New  Mexico,  as 
soon  as  clear  title  to  the  land  can  be  obtained. 
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Thcte  bonds  may  be  placed  in  a  •etf'diiecled  IRA. 
Tranafera  and  roUoven  acpeptod,  in  moat  caam. 


Interest  Payable  Quarterly 

This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell 
nor  a  solidtatian  of  an  offer  to  buy.  All  offers 
are  made  by  pnjpectua  only. 


5408-A  Bell  •  AmariUo  TX  79109 
Member  NASD,  SIPC 

For  more  complete  information  about  bond 
obtain  a  protpectus  which  detcribet  all  of  the 
paiticulart  of  the  undertaking.  Read  it  carefully 
before  you  invetl  or  tend  morrey.  All  bonds  are 
offered  at  face  value,  subtcct  to  availability. 
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Mtortia  Northen  800-MM007 

PO  Bon  ISOS  SOI-SIMIOO 

BMtoa,  AR  7S018-1S0S  Fbx  U141M1 10 

PTease  send  me  Inforrturtion  on  the  First 
Mortage  Church  Ponds  currently  being  offered  by 
Great  Nation  ImestmerTt  Corpi 


600  Churches 


Can’t  Be  Wrong. 


I 


More  than  600  churches  throughout  Mississippi  put  their 
faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  comprehensive  insurance 
services  including  property,  general,  and  specific  liability, 
vehicle,  workerr  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 
Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized  for 
your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates. 


For  references^and  more 
information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at 
601-353-2400  or  1-800-442-0290. 


DATE 
April  1-8 

April  8-15 

April  15-22 
April  29  -  May  6 

May  6-13 

May  20-27 

june  3-10 

june  17-24 

My  1-8 

My  8-15 

July  22-29 

Aug.  12-19 

Aug.  19-26 

Sept3(M3et^l 

.  ,1-  7  , 

OcLZI-28 

qct2<>'Ncw.4 

Mok  25  -  Dec.  2 


PURPOSE 

CONTACT 

Construction 

R^gkeQuknby 
(800)  264-1 22i 

Construction 

Buddy  Day 

PI  8)  448-3402 

% 

Construction 

Ha 

Constnjction  ^ 

^^^;-lohP  C^‘ 

Construction 

Construction 


Medicai/Dental 
School  Project 

Medicai/Dental 
School  Project 

Constaiction 


Construction  .sif 

ft 

Construction^ 


Schoert  Pi^j^ 
Cor^rbction| 


8  t60U  332-2000 

^Buddy  Day 
(3l8>448-34Ca 

Ed  Graham 
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Missionary:  Hispanics  integral  to  missions 


ROCKVILLE,  Va.  (BP)  —  It's 
time  M  Southern  Baptists  to  take 
stock  of  the  tremendous  contri¬ 
bution  Hispanics  are  making  in 
the  world  of  missions  —  emd  for 
Hispanic  Baptists  to  "rise  up" 
ana  use  then  cultural  gifts  in 
missions  <iround  the  world,  a 
missiotiaiy  to  Latin  America  told 
Hispanic  Baptist  leaders. 

'^Vhen  I  see  what  God  is 
doing  among  die  Hispanics,  I 
r^lize  that ...  we  are  not  here  in 
the  United  States  because  of 
litical  or  eccaiomic  situations. 


plan  to  reach  a  lost  world,"  said 


JascHi  Carlisle,  a  m^iona^  to 
Uruguay  who  waMaised  in  Latin 
America  and  now  helps  mobilize 
Hispanics  for  world  missions. 

(Carlisle  addressed  29 
Hispanic  Baptist  leaders  who 
met  with  International  Mission 
Board  (IMB)  staff,  including 
president  Jerry  Rankin,  for  a 
dialogue  at  the  board's 
Missionary  Learning  Center  in 
Rockville,  Va.,  on  D^.  9-10. 

Participants  came  horn  states 
with  large  Hispanicpopulations 
like  Califorma,  Flonda,  and 

ii  •• 


Hispanic  pockets  in  states  like 
Pennsylvania  and  Alabama. 

The  dialogue  acknowledged 
the  dramatically  increasing  sig¬ 
nificance  of  Hispanics  in  the  U.S. 

The  Latino  population  in  the 
United  States  has  grown  38% 
since  1990,  while  the  overall 
popAtlation  has  increased  a 
mere  nine  percent,  according  to 
Newsweek  magazine.  By  2005, 
Hispanics  are  projectea  to  be 
the  largest  minority  in  the  coun¬ 
try  —  representing  nearly  a 
quarter  of  the  total  population. 

By  harnessing  Goa's  gift  of 
Hispanics  at  home,  botii  North 
American  and  international  mis¬ 
sions  will  benefit,  Carlisle  said. 

"The  United  States  is  in  a 
spiritual  crisis...  We're  falling 
apart.  Hispanics  have  some¬ 
thing  to  give  the  United  States. 
We  have  to  rise  up,"  Carlisle 
said.  "If  we  use  kingdom  prin¬ 
ciples,  we  make  the  powers  of 
darkness  tremble." 

The  program  included  pre¬ 
sentations  by  IMB  staff,  ques- 
tion-and-answer  periods  and 
an  extended  dialogue  with 
Rankin.  Participemts  also  heard 
testimonies  from  Benjamin  and 
Barbara  Herrera,  recently 
appointed  missionaries  to 
Mexico,  and  Olga  Nava,  nus- 
sionary  in  residence  and 
adjunct  professor  ^t  the 
Hispanic  Baptist  Theological 
School  in  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

More  than  50  Hispanic  mis¬ 
sionaries  currently  serve  in  25 
countries  around  the  world. 
About  half  serve  in  Latin  coim- 
tries  like  Argentina  and 
Mexico,  but  the  board's  region¬ 
al  leaders  say  missionaries  like 
Pablo  Zorzoli,  International 
Service  Corps  worker  in 
France,  and  Joe  and  Gloria 


-  MISSIONS  BLESSING  —  International  Mission  Board  (IMB)  president 
Jerry  Rankin  (left)  listens  as  Rudy  Sanchez,  chairman  of  the  executive 
board  of  the  Baptist  General  Conventior^of  Texas  —  the  first  Hispanic 
to  hold  that  position  —  voices  a  prayer" of  blessing  for  121  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries  leaving  for  the  field.  Sanchez  was  one  of  29 
Hispanic  Baptist  leaders  who  participated  in  a  dialogue  with  IMB  lead¬ 
ers  Dec.  9-10  at  the  board's  Missionary  Learning  Center  in  Rockville, 
Va.  (BP  photo  by  Roy  M.  Burroughs) 


DeLeon  in  Russia  are  experi¬ 
encing  good  success  among 
their  target  people  groups. 

The  dialogue  stressed 
strengths  of  Hispanic  mission¬ 
aries,  such  as  strong  family  tra¬ 
ditions  and  easier  acceptance 
by  some  other  people  groups. 

Richard  Hernandez,  pastor 
of  Antioqu6a  Mexiccm  ^ptist 
Chureft'and  president  of  the  San 
Antonio  Hispanic  Fellowship  in 
Texas,  noted  that  Hispanics 
often  are  more  readily  accepted 
than  Anglos  because  their  pnys- 
ical  characteristics  can  help 
tiiem  blend  into  Middle  Eastern 
or  Southeast  Asian  crowds. 

Because  Hispanics  are  famil¬ 
iar  with  discrimination,  other 
minorities  view  them  With  an 
emotional  connection  —  that 
they  are  "one  of  us.  Just 
because  of  who  we  are,  doors 
open  to  us,"  he  said. 

Some  Hispanics  have  histori¬ 
cally  struggled  with  discrimina¬ 
tion  at  the  hands  of  Anglos  or 
even  other  Hispanic  sul^roups. 
Der  Kammerdiener,  the  Board's 
executive  vice  president  and 
former  missiona^  to  Colombia, 


assured  participants  the  tune  is 
ripe  for  Hispanic  involvement. 

"There  have  been  days  when 
you  have  not  been  well  accepted 
m  this  country,"  he  said.  ^'I'm 
here  to  tell  you  that...  the  day  has 
arrived  when  you  are  full  part¬ 
ners  in  all  God  has  called  you  to, 
and  today  we  look  forward  to 
the  best  day  we've  ever  had." 

Hispanic  leaders  spelled  out 
three  specific  changes  tiiey  hope 
to  see  in  the  board's  pre^ams: 
intentionality  about  involving 
Hispanics  in  missions,  produc¬ 
tion  of  quality  promotional  and 
language  materials,  and  more 
Hispames  on  staff. 

lUnkin  said  he  looked  for¬ 
ward  to  a  growing  partnership 
with  Hispanics  in  missionf.. 

"We  were  thrUled  to  be  able 
to  share  our  Great  Commission 
vision  with  Southern  Baptist 
Hispanic  leaders  and  streng^- 
en  our  partnership  for  mobfliz- 
ing  Hispanic  churches  for  join¬ 
ing  us  m  our  global  task,''  the 
IMB  president  said. 


invites  your  indication  of  interest  to; 

FIRST  MORTGAGE  CHURCH  BONDS 
EARN  UP  TO:  io% 
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Computers  utilized  to  link  pastor's  wives 


Web  site  gives 
glimpse  of 
'New  Century' 

The  Sunday  School  group  of 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
has  established  a,  presence  on 
the  world  wide  web,  with  the 
introduction  of  www.lifeway- 
sundayschool.com 

With  this  new  site,  LifeWay's 
Sunday  School  group  has  cre¬ 
ated  a  one-stop  resource  with 
the  most  up-to-date  informa¬ 
tion  about  "Sunday  School  for 
a  New  Century,"  the  Sunday 
School  curriculum  that  will  be 
available  beginning  with  the 
Fall  2000  quarter. 

On  the  site,  samples  of  the 
new  curriculum  can  be  seen  in 
an  area  called  "Preview  New 
Resources."  They  can  only  be 
read  using  Adobe  Acrobat 
Reader,  so  with  a  click,  visitors 
can  download  the  Acrobat 
Reader  at  no  charge.  After  get¬ 
ting  the  free  download,  anoth¬ 
er  click  of  the  mouse  brings  up 
a  sample  lesson  for  any  of  tl^ 
age  groups — preschool,  chil¬ 
dren,  youth  or  adult. 

Also,  the  "Contact  Us"  area 
allows  visitors  to  e-mail  their 
own  questions  arxf  comments 
to  be  read  by  and  answered  by 
a  real  live  person.  Within  a  few 
minutes,  an  automated 
response  will  be  sent  back  to  the 
fierson  submitting  the  question, 
giving  an  approximate  time  an 
answer  can  be  expected. 


A  Gathering  with  God 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Medical  Insurance 
or  Prescription  Drugs?  If  yes,  Call  Today! 


□  Major  Medical  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for;  Hospital  Room, 
Intensive  Care,  Surgery,  Ambulance 

□  Medicare  Supplement 

Ages  65  and  over.'  Low  Rates! 

t 

□  Prescription  Drug  Plan 

Helps  pay  for  the  rising  cost  of 
prescription  drugs 

□  Final  E:^ense  Burial  Plan 

No  waiting  period 


CHURCH  PEWS  & 
FURNITURE  CO. 


■ir  Cushions  IT  Baptistries 
it  Steeples  it  Renovation 
it  Pews  and  Pulpit 
Furniture 
(Sew  and  Used) 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
steeples,  lighting, 
folding  doors, 
theater  seats. 


Van  Winkle 
Church 
Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501 ,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


□  Medicare  Supplement 
under  age  65 
and  on  disability 


Wallace  E.  Foy 

WATTS  1-800-898-0551 
Jackson  957-3762 


Agents,  GA's  and  MGA's  needed 
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Baptist  Colitct  News 


of  heart  disease.  Pictured  with  an 
echocardio^phy  unit  are  (from 
left)  Bill  McManus,  technical 
dirrctor;  Stephanie  Lane,  staff 
sonographer;  and  Joan  Branson, 
staff  sonographer.  For  more 
information  about  the  program, 
call  (800)  948-6262. 


McManus,  Lane,  and  Branson  Missior 

time  of 

Baptist  Health  Systems'  Wyatt  C 
EchocardioCTaphic  Laboratory 
has  receivea  notice  of  its  accredi- 
tation  hy  the  Intersocietal 
Commission  for  the 

Accreditation  of  Mississippi  College  (MC) 

^ocardiography  Laboratories,  held  its  second  annual 
"With  the  accreditation  of  the  December  Conunencement  cer- 
echocardioCTaphy  program,  we  emonies  on  Dec.  17.  Degrees 
now  are  the  only  Mississippi  were  conferred  on  207  candi- 
healthpre  provider  with  an  dates,  with  43  of  these  obtaining 
accredited  vascular  lab,  echocar-  advance  degrees.  Fourteen  law' 
diograplw  lab,  cardiac  rehab  pro-  degrees  were  awarded.  Jolm 
gram  and  sleep  disorders  center,"  Meadors,  associate  professor  of 
said  Steve  Jackson,  director  of  Christian  Studies  and 
Baptist  Heart  Services.  Cardiac  Philosophy,  gave  the  corn- 
structure  and  flow  information  mencement  aodress.  Phil  Jones, 
provided  by  ^ocardiographic  associate  pastor  of  music  min- 
testing  is  useful  in  tfie  detection  istries  of  Morrison  Heights 


Women  on  Mission  of  Como  Church,  Como 


m  music. 


cation.  L.  David  Murray,  associ¬ 
ate  pastor.  First  Church, 
Zachary,  La.,  gave  the  benedic¬ 


tion.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Howell  Todd,  president  of  MC; 
Murray;  Meadors;  and  Jones. 


First  Church, 
Jacksonville,' 
pastor  retires 

JACKSONVILLE,  Fla.  (BP) 
—  Homer  G.  Lindsay,  Jr.,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  nation's  third 
largest  Southern  Baptist 
church,  announced  Dec. 19 
he  will  retire. 

Lindsay's  announcement 
stunned  the  congregation  and 
staff  of  the  First  Church  of 
Jacksonville,  Fla.  Lindsay,  72, 
has  been  at  the  church  for  near¬ 
ly  .31  years.  He  succeeded  his 
father,  Homer  Lindsay,  Sr.,  who 
came  to  First  Church  in  1 940. 

During  Lindsay's  pastorate, 
the  church  grew  from  2,600  in 
1969  to  more  than  26,000 
members  today.  The  church 
campus  includes  property  on 
11  city  blocks  as  well  as  an 
auditorium  that  seats  9,200. 

First  Church's  annual  pas¬ 
tor's  conference  is  considered 
to  be  the  largest  of  its  kind  in 
the  nation  with  more  than 
6,000  attending  last  year's 
meetings. 


Trinity  Church,  Vicksburg,  revivals,  Bible  conferences, 
called  Jeremy  Peagler  of  Winter  Bible  Studies,  Harvest 
Raleigh  as  minister  of  youth.  Days,  and 

He  is  a  student  at  Mississippi  other  preach- 

ing  engage- 
ments.  Creel 
may  be  con- 
tacted  until 
Feb.  at 

New  Hope 
Church,  (601) 

693-4492,  orljj^^^^B 
at  home  (601) 

693-8419.  ^ 


Todd,  Murray,  Meadors,  arid  Jones 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 

328  Southgate  Court,  Brentwood,  TN  37027 

Call  Today  i 


Wade  Church,  Moss  Point, 

has  called  ~  - 

Brandon 
Rainey  as 
youth  minis- 
ter  effective 

Oct.  3.  He  has  f  1  ■ 

been  the  min-  t  BV 

ister  of  youth 

at^  toxey  ^ 


Life  Way  Discount 
15  passenger  vans 
We  buy  used  buses 
www.carpentertHis.oom 


PEWS  VTB  U- 

•  highest  quality  W  I 

•  great  prices  I 

•  100%  linandng  available  I  ■■HHI 

THEATER  SEATS  I  .l|B\ 

•  highest  quaily 

•most  quiet  chair  available  AWPPf 
•great  prices 

•  100% finaodfig  available  '~*^*^'* 
REFINISHINCmE-UPHOLSTERY 

•  America's  most  experierrced  pew  finisher 

•  aH  fabrics  are  teflon  treated 
CARPET 

•  our  service  ir>iludes  removing,  storing 
and  reinstalling  the  existing  pews 


Rainey 

since  1996.  ^ 

He  is  a  graduate  of  the 
University  of  Southern 
Mississippi.  Bill  Barton  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  Wade  Church. 


Since  1953 


Available  in  20’  to  3T  models 


(12  to  47  passengers.  New  &  Used) 


Randall  Creel  has  resigned 
as  pastor  of  New  Hope  Church, 
Meridian,  to  arvswer  the  call  to 
full-time  vocational  evange¬ 
lism.  After  over  21  years  as  a 
pastor,  he  is  now  available  for 


RA7^‘  60  cents  per  word,  $6  minimum.  Cash  wiA  order  except  on  contract  adveitis- 
address,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count.  No  Wind  ads. 


and  reinstaHing 
RENOVATIOtf 

•  more  than  350  ootnplelad  S8C  church  projects 

•  compMa  ‘deeign/construct*  service 

1-800-537-4723 

PO  Box  751 ,  Cameron,  TX  76520 


tllsams.com 


WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS  Featuring  6  PARADISE  LANES:  N 

to  1 5  passenger  vans,  customized  and  smoke  and  'alcohol 
jjanel  vans.  Daily  and  weekly  rates. 

Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  jackson  (601 ) 

948-3391.  Since  1965. 


MS  PoimoHi  AvAi4^ 


Center.  Call  about  Lock-ins,  group 
rates,  fund  raisers,  and  leagues. 
Located  at  820  Cooper  Road,  jackson, 

-  MS,  (601)  372-7700. 

Baptistries,  steeples,  &  stained  HEIDELBERC  STAINED  CLASS 
AnFNTVriM^  ala.  1^00-830-058^  Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication; 
AnENTION  cr^rrimed  oxiples  to  work  Repair.  Fax  illustrations  to  (601) 
ful -time  with  at-risk  children  in  residen-  483-7958  or  call  1 -800-368-2705 
fial  setting.  Opportunities  throughout  NORRIS  BOOKBrNDING  COWANV 
Alabama.  , ^  HS  diploma.  INC.  Old  Bibles  rebound.  Also  church 

*^<*6605  and  hymnals.  For  more  infor- 
insurance,  s  ck  leave,  vacation,  living  mation  call  662-453-7424  or  fax  us  at 
expenses.  Call  1-800-548-4256  or  write  to  662-455-6743  Located  at  107  North 
Box  240009  Montgomery.  AL  361 24-0009.  Stone  Avenue. 


NEW  SIGHT  BAPTIST  CHURCH  -  Branch  Rd.,  Florence,  MS  39073. 
Searching  for  full-time  associate  pastor  NEEDED:  FUII-TIME'CHURCTi'SECRE- 
with  emphasis  in  youth,  activities,  and  TARY.  Some  experierKe  working  vvith 
pastoral  care  ministries.  Mail  resume  to  computers,  irKluding  word  processing  is 
Johnny  Sykes,  2404  New  Sight  Dr.,  needed.  For  further  information,  please 
Brookhaven,  MS  39601  send  resume  to  the  Personnel 


EXPERT  WORK  •BKS  SAVINGS 
•ROOM ADDITIONS 
•■SUNROOM 

•BAIHOEN  1  ••  rwll 

:SSJ§?ro«H 

CALL  1-888-373-0054 
PAY-tess  Home  tmpfovenwnts 
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Explore  the  Bible 

Practicing-  love 

1  John  3:11-24 


By  Carl  M.  White _  from  the  game 

because  of  gambling, 

On  the  news,  a  distraught  yet  fans  cry  for  hS  .  UWCU&  ui  uui  iicaii  Id 

mother  is  shown  leaving  mclusion  in  the  Hall  of  White  how  we  treat  one  anoth- 
police  headquarters.  Her  son  is  Fame  because  of  his  er.  Do  we  have  love  for 

under  arrest.  The  charge  is  considerable  playing  skills,  the  brethren  (and  sisters)  of 
rape  and  attempted  murder.  To  Anyone  who  disagrees  is  being  the  faith? 
the  camera  she  cries  out,  "He  unfair,  unloving.  The  proof  of  love  (w.  17- 

really  is  a  good  boy;  in  his  The  test  of  love  (w.  11-16).  18).  Next,  John  extends  an 


White 


On  the  news,  a  distraught 
mother  is  shown  leaving 
police  headquarters.  Her  son  is 
under  arrest.  The  charge  is 


tiny."  The  whole  process 
starts  with  the  thou^t. 

Previously,  John 
demanded  that  faith 
must  be  demonstrated 
through  actions  (1:6; 
2:4,  9).  Now  he  carries 
this  demand  a  step  far¬ 
ther.  The  test  of 
whether  or  not  Christ 
dwells  in  our  heart  is 
®  how  we  treat  one  anoth¬ 
er.  Do  we  have  love  for 
the  brethren  (and  sisters)  of 


really  is  a  good  boy;  in  his 
heart,  he  really  is  go^."  We 
can  understand  a  mother's 
desire  to  believe  in  her  son,  but 
the  true  indication  of  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  heart  is  behavior. 

We  are  living  in  a  time  when 
behavior  in  one  arena  is  said  to 
be  irrelevant  to  behavior  in 
another.  The  President  is  a  liar 
and  adulterer,  but  he  is  a  good 
president,  and  anyone  who 
says  otherwise  is  mean-spirit¬ 
ed.  A  baseball  player  is  banned 


The  test  of  love  (w.  11-16). 
John  declares  for  us  that  the 
true  test  of  love  is  in  behavior, 
and  the  beginninjg  point  of 
behavior  is  in  the  heart.  From 
the  sands  of  antiquity,  the 
death  of  Abel  points  to  an  evil 
heartbeat  in  Cain. 

The  old  saying  goes,  "Sow  a 
thought  and  you  reap  an  atti¬ 
tude.  Sow  an  attitude  and  you 
reap  a  deed.  Sow  a  deed  and 
you  reap  a  character.  Sow  a 
character  and  you  reap  a  des- 


ifie  proof  of  love  iw.  17- 
18).  Next,  John  extends  an 
example.  He  who  claims  the 
love  of  God  and  possesses  the 
goods  of  the  world  cmd  does 
not  help  a  fellow  Christian  in 
need  is  deceived.  The  proof  of 
love  is  in  action,  not  words  of 
empty  sentiment. 

Perhaps  nothing  hurts  the 
witness  of  the  church  more 
than  two  Christians  who  can¬ 
not  get  along.  During  the 
height  of  the  controversy  that 
racked  our  beloved  Southern 


Baptist  Convention  for  more 
than  a  decade,  the  joke  was 
told  oft^o  pastors  who  met  at 
the  dimual  meeting.  They 
were  sizing  one  another  up, 
each  claiming  to  be  Bible- 
believing,  soul-wirming,  con¬ 
servative  pre-millennialist. 
One  declared  he  was  of  the 
Sandy  Creek  tradition.  The 
other  said  he  was  of  the 
Charleston  tradition.  They 
eyed  one  another  in  suspicion 
till  one  said,  "Die  heretic,"  and 
the  other  uttered,  "Bum  in 
hades  sinner!" 

The  intended  joke  is,  in 
light  of  John's  teacning,  not  in 
the  least  funny.  We  may  never 
know  this  side  of  Heaven  how 
many  souls  were  lost  to  a  sin¬ 
ner's  hell  because  of  our 
inability  to  love  one  another. 

The  confidence  of  love  (w. 
19-24).  John  indicates  that  our 
confidence  in  relationship  to 
Christ  and  in  our  relation  to 
the  truth  is  built  by  love  for 
other  believers.  "If  our  heart 
does  not  condemn  us,  we  have 


confidence  before  God,"  he 
says  in  verse  21. 

I  have  met  believers  who 
have  a  single-minded  devotion 
to  one  issue.  For  exanmle,  con¬ 
sider  abortion.  Some  Cluistians 
are  so  devoted  to  eradicating 
aborticm,  if  you  don't  totally 
agree  with  them,  they  will 
questicm  your  faith. 

I  believe  as  Christians  we  are 
called  to  a  higher  standard,  and 
that  standard  is  agape  love.  If 
your  single  issue  causes  you  to 
be  unabfe  to  love  a  bromer  or 
sister  in  Christ,  yoiu  devotion 
to  the  issue  has  superseded 
your  devotion  to  Christ  and 
become  a  form  of  idolatry.  The 
heart  condemns  you. 

This  is  Christ's  command¬ 
ment,  John  says.  We  are  to 
believe  in  Jesus  as  the  only 
Son  of  God,  Savior  of  the 
world,  and  we  are  to  love  one 
another.  Love  is  the  test,  love 
is  the  proof,  and  love  is  the 
confidence  of  our  faith. 

White  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Clinton. 


Family  Bible  Series 

Focus  on  prayer 

Matthew  6:1-15 


Lynn  Jones 


A  child  wrote  this  letter  to 
God:  "Our  pastor  talks  about 
you  all  the  tune.  Is  he  a  friend 
of  yours,  or  do  you  just  know 
him  through  business?" 

That's  a  good  question  that 
could  be  asked  not  just  of  pas¬ 
tors,  but  of  all  of  us.  Do  we 


guidelines  for  prayer. 

Pray  sincerely  (w. 

1-6).  Jesus  emphasized 
the  need  for  sincerity  Jones 
by  condemning  the 
way  that  many  gave  and 
prayed  in  his  day.  Some  who 
gave  did  so  in  a  way  designed 
to  attract  the  most  attention. 
The  same  was  tme  with  their 


have  only  a  formal  knowledge  praying.  They  loved  to  pray  in 
of  God,  or  do  we  have  a  warm  places  where  the  most  people 


fellowship  with  him? 

If  we  are  to  maintain  a  warm 
fellowship  with  God,  then 
prayer  is  a  key.  God  expects  his 
people  to  pray  to  him  with  hon¬ 
est  and  humble  hearts. 

The  importance  of  this  sub¬ 
ject  is  seen  in  the  amount  of 
space  that  Jesus  devoted  to' 
prayer  in  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount.  He  gave  us  specific 


would  see  them. 

.Your  motive  as  well  as  your 
action  is  important  to  Jesus. 
Our  motive  in  prayer  should  be 
to  conununicate  sincerely  with 
the  Lord,  not  to  try  to  impress 
others. 

Many  homes  use  water  puri¬ 
fiers  on  their  water  supply  in 
order  to  improve  the  water's 
quality.  What  we  need  in  the 


Christian  life  are  "heart 
purifiers"  that  will  puri¬ 
fy  our  motives  and  bring 
us  to  God  in  prayer  with 
'de^  sincerity. 

Pray  trustingly  (w.  7- 
8).  Jesus  also  encour¬ 
aged  us  to  avoid  mean¬ 
ingless  repetition  in  our 
prayer.  This  was  charac- 
'  teristic  of  some  heathen 
religions  that  encour¬ 
aged  the  meaningless  babble  of 
certain  phrases.  Jesus  was  riot 
condemning  perseverance  in 
prayer.  He  encouraged  that 
(Luke  11:5-13). 

What  Jesus  instructs  us  to  do 
is  not  to  try  to  impress  or  to 
inform  God.  He  knows  our 
needs  before  we  ask.  We  need 
to  pray  with  simple  trust  that 
he  nears  us. 

A  little  boy  called  his  neigh¬ 
bor  and  said,  "My  mom  is  vac¬ 
uuming  and  my  aad  is  mowing 
the  lawn.  1  need  someone  who 
can  hear  me."  You  can  be 
assured  that  your  Heavenly 
Father  always  hears  you. 


Pray  comprehensively  (w.  9- 
13).  In  these  verses,  Jesus  gave 
us  the  Model  Prayer,  ^is 

Erayer  is  not  one  we  are  end- 
?ssly  to  repeat  word-for-word. 
Instead,  it  is  a  model  for  the 
kinds  of  concerns  we  are  to  have 
in  prayer  and  the  pattern  for  our 
approach  to  God  m  prayer. 

A  thoughtful  consideration 
of  this  prayer  will  greatly 
broaden  the  horizons  of  our 


l^e  first  movement  of  the 

f)rayer  is  upward  toward  God. 
t  focuses  on  God's  name, 
God's  kingdom,  and  God's 
will.  Before  we  pray  about  our 
own  concerns,  we  snould  focus 
on  God.  This  has  a  way  of 
putting  our  concerns  in  the 
right  perspective. 

The  second  focus  of  the 
prayer  is  on  our  need  for  daily 
oread,  forgiveness,  and  victoiy 
over  temptation.  The  prayer 
then  concludes  with  a  doxolo- 
gy  of  praise  to  God. 

Prayer  should  never  be  an 
exercise  in  selfishness.  It  is  not 


our  bringing  to  God  a  shop¬ 
ping  list  or  things  that  we 
need.  In  fact,  the  words  "I," 
"me,"  and  "mine"  do  not 
appear  in  the  prayer.  The 
requests  all  use  the  plural  pro¬ 
nouns,  "our,"  and  "us."  When 
we  come  to  pray,  we  pray  not 
just  for  ourselves  but  for  all  of 
those  around  us  as  well. 

The  scope  of  the  prayer  is 
broad  and  powerful.  Nothing 
lies  outside  the  reach  of  prayer 
except  that  which  lies  outside 
the  will  of  God. 

Practice  forgiveness  (w.  14- 
15).  After  Jesus  had  given  the 
Model  Prayer,  he  expanded  on 
one  request  in  the  prayer.  That 
request  was  for  God's  forgive¬ 
ness.  He  emphasized  that  if  we 
are  to  e5q>erience  the  forgive¬ 
ness  of  God,  we  must  demon¬ 
strate  in  our  lives  a  forgiving 
spirit.  Our  willingness  to  for¬ 
give  others  is  powerful  proof  of 
me  fact  that  we  have  experi¬ 
enced  the  forgiveness  of  God. 

Jones  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Booneville. 


Life  and  Work 

Time  to  value 

Ps.  90:12;  103:15-16;  Ecc.  3:1, 17;  Eph.  5:8-17 


By  Michael  Jones  _ 

''  "Time  is  on  our  side. " 

"Oh,  I  have  plenty  of  time.  I'll 
do  it  later. " 

"Do  you  have  some  time  to 
kill?" 

"You’re  just  wasting  your 
time!" 

These  are  .all  phrases  that 
on  any  given  day,  most  of  us 
can  find  ourselves  repeating. 
For  some,  there  seems  to  be 
plenty  of  time.  To  others,  time 
IS  a  valuable  commodity. 
Does  the  Bible  have  anything 
to  say  about  the  way  we 
spend  out  time? 


The  answer  is  yes, 
the  Bible  does  offer 
much  insight  as  to 
how  a  Chrjetian  is  to  Jones 
spend  his  or  her  time. 

Let's  take  a  look  at  Scripture  to 
see  what  direction  God  gives  us 
on  time  management. 

Your  time  is  brief  (Ps.  90:12; 
103:15-16).  The  first  passage  in 
Psalm  90  teaches  us  that  mak¬ 
ing  the  most  of  our  days  brings 
us  wisdom.  In  the  second  pas¬ 
sage,  David  acknowledges  life 
(time)  is  here  one  day  and  gone 
the  next. 

Understanding  these  two 
passages  together,  we  see  that 


time  is  brief.  It  is  here  one 
day  and  gone  the  next. 
That  is  why  Moses 
prayed  in  Psalm  90  for 
God  to  teach  his  people  to 
make  the  most  of  their 
days.  According  to 
Moses,  recognizing  time 
is  brief  and  taking  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  time  we  do 
have,  will  bring  wisdom. 

Do  we  recqmize  how 
brief  time  really  is?  How  many 
times  have  we  waited  to  tell 
that  family  member  about 
Christ  because  we  had  plenty 
of  time?  How  many  times  have 
we  stayed  at  the  office  another 
hour  or  tw'O  and  not  spent  the 
valuable  time  with  our  family 
we  should  have?  How  many 
times...? 

You  can  waste  your  time 
(Eph.  5:8-17).  Here,  once  again, 
the  word  "wise"  is  assoaated 


with  time  management,  ''mak¬ 
ing  the  most  of  every  opportuni¬ 
ty.^'  In  this  passage  Paul  gives  us 
guidance  on  how  to  live  as  "chil¬ 
dren  of  the  light."  Clearly  he 
expresses  that  using  one's  time 
wisely  is  pleasing  to  the  Lord. 

Time  is  precious  and  as 
Christians  we  should  use  it 
wisely.  We  should  make  the 
most  of  every  opportunity  of 
time  the  Lord  gives  us  to  live 
for  him.  What  does  this  mean? 
It  means  no  more  procrastina¬ 
tion,  no  more  wastmg  time.  It 
means  seizing  every  opportuni¬ 
ty  the  Lord  has  given  us! 

You  will  give  an  account  (Eccl. 
3:1,17).  "There  is  a  time  for  eveiy- 
thing,"  including  judgment.  We 
will  nave  to  give  an  account  to 
God  for  the  wav  we  used  our 
time  here  on  earth.  What  kind  of 
account  will  you  give? 

How  do  you  use  your  time? 


This  topic  is  one  that  we  do  not 
hear  preached  or  taught  much 
in  our  churches,  yet  it  is  one 
that  is  important  not  only  in 
our  lives  as  "children  of  the 
light"  but  also  because  of  the 
times  we  are  living  in. 

Every  day  we  are  getting 
closer  to  the  end  of  time  as  we 
know  it.  We  are  not  guaranteed 
tomorrow.  Time  is  a  precious 
commodity,  and  we  should  be 
using  it  wisely. 

what  is  it  that  you  need  to 
do  right  now  to  use  yoiA  time 
wisely?  Is  it  going  to  tell  that 
family  member  or  friend  about 
Christ?  Is  it  spending  the  time 
with  your  children  and  raising 
them  in  the  Lord?  Is  it  just 
somehow  being  a  child  of  "the 
light"  in  a  dark  world? 

Jones  is  associate  pastor/youth 
minister  at  Monticello  Church, 
Monticello. 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1999 

TDC  QBAD  WBTEE  QBAN 
WAA  QBA  WED  FX  JTD 
MFJZDK  ZD  T  MEFSC 
GZQB  RFGAO  TDC 
KOATQ  KEFON. 

ESIA  QGADQN-FDA: 
QGADQN-WAPAD. 
C/ue:  E  =  L 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Hebrews  Twelve:  Seven. 
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Missionaries  on  job  during  Macau  change 


MACAU  (BP)— 
AiK)d>er  jewel  of  the 
Orient  has  become 
simply  a  part  of 
Chiiw.  On 
Macau  —  the  first 
Europeem  colony  in 
East  Asia  —  follow 
Hong  Kong 
becoming  a  soverei^ 
territory  of  tfie  largest 
nati<Hi  m  the  world. 

What  will  the 
change  mean  t 
Christians  in  Macau? 
To  Southern  Baptist 
missionaries  and 
their  work?  If  Hong 
Kong  is  any  exam 
pie,  not  much. 

"We've  been 
watching  Hong 
Kong  for  nearly  two 

rears,"  says 

nternational 
Mission  Board  (IMB) 
missionirv  Larry 


ministers  through  med¬ 
ical  work  at  Hope 
Clinic. 

"What  we  are  trying 
to  do  in  Macau  is  mih- 
ate  a  church-planting 
movement  that  will 
penetrate  all  the  seg¬ 
ments  of  Cantonese- 


topeaking  people,"  says 
fBallew,  who  is  the  strat- 
y  coordinator  for 
urch  planting  in  the 
Macau. 


Roman  Catholic 
Christianity  first  came 
to  Macau  in  the  middle 
o^  the  16  th  century 
when  Portugal  estab¬ 
lished  the  area  as  a 
trade  colony,  but  its 
impact  within  the  city 
now  is  minimal.  The 
first  Baptist  church  was 
jd  in  Macau  in 

The  Portuguese  colony  of  Macau  once  again  "became  a  terri-  1910,  but  presently  oiUy 
Christians  in  Macau  wonder  how  the  rhanpp  will  affprt  them  seven  churches  exist 


mpsmn  TOara  (uvid;  CHANGING  HANDS  —  The  Portuguese  colony  of  Macau  once  again  Became  a  terri-  I^IO,  but  presently  only 

9"  Dec.  20.  Christians  in  Macau  wonder  how  the  change  will  affect  them,  seven  churches  exist 
dfpTP  hpfn  Kong's  experience.  Christians  in  Hong  Kong  say  they've  ^ong  Ae  424,000  resi- 

r,«  c  1  rnaifitained  quite  a  bit  of  autonomy  and  freedom  since  the  island  reverted  to  Chinese  sov-  city, 

some  cnanges,j  ereignty  two  years  ago.  (BP  photo  by  Guy  Lyons)  Most  of  the  people 

they  ve  mamtamed - - ! - LJl - ^ -  of  Macau  consider 

quite  a  bit  of  autonomy  and  freedom,  irrelevant  by  a  change  in  how  IMB  mis-  themselves  Buddhist,  with  mothers  being 
We're  not  anticipating  many  changes  in  sionaries  operate  in  Hong  Kong.  the  guardians  of  that  tradition  in  the  hom^ 

traditional  way  of  start-  Farmly  pressures  force  many  to  participate 
That's  good  news  for  Macau  but  just  ing  churches  was  to  try  to  get  a  social  ser-  in  ancestor  worship, 
two  years  ago,  missionaries  in  Hong  Kong  vice  center  like  a  kindergarten  and  then  use  "Many  see  Jesus  as  a  Western  God," 
weren't  feehng  so  positive.  the  facility  for  chiuch  on  Simday,"  Addison  Ballew  says.  "They  don't  understand  the  con- 

As  1997  loomed,  it  looked  as  if  expansive  says.  "What  has  changed  about  that  is  that  cept  and  truth  of  there  being  only  one  sover- 
^ions  of  church-planting  movements  might  it  is  not  only  the  Christian  groups  but  also  eign  God.  They  see  him  as  a  G^  who  fits  into 
be  no  more  than  a  far-off  dream.  China's  rep-  the  Buddhist  or  other  Asian  religious  the  Western  world,  but  not  their  world." 
utatirm  on  freedom  of  religion  had  preceded  groims  that  get  them  now.  As  believers  around  the  world  have 

it  Many  wondered  if  China  would  try  tihe  "That  doesn't  affect  us  any  more  because  beeim  to  t>rav  for  the  neoole  of  Maran  at 


utatirm  on  freedom  of  religion  had  preceded 
it  Many  wondered  if  China  would  try  tihe 
same  restrictive  policies  in  Hong  Kong  mat  it 
had  in  the  rest  of  the  county. 

According  to  Southern  Baptists  in  Hong 
Kong,  most  of  those  fears  have  gone  unre¬ 
alized.  What  would  have  been  the  most 
significcmt  of  those  changes  was  made 


groims  mat  get  mem  now. 

"That  doesn't  affect  us  «my  more  because 
as  we've  moved  toward  cnurch-planting 
movements,  we've  looked  for  things  that 
are  more  home-based  and  less  overhead." 

In  Macau,  IMB  missionaries  work  in  two 
teams.  One  plants  churches  among  the 
Cantonese-speaking  population.  The  other 


As  believers  around  the  world  have 
begim  to  pray  for  the  people  of  Macau  at 
this  crucial  time  in  their  history,  Ballew  has 
seen  doors  open  to  ministry. 

"In  tire  past  year,  as  a  prelude  to  the  hand¬ 
over,  we've  seen  a  lot  more  attention  and 
prayer  for  Macau,"  Ballew  says.  "We've  recil- 
ly  seen  that  prayer  here  opens  doors." 


Gideon  tapped  to  serve  as  Life  Way  trustee  chair 

CO  ■  1  ^  f  ^  f  ^  f  - _ *1.  •!  •  • 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  As  director  of  Gideons  International  distributed  52  million  behalf  of  his  family  with  the  major  reduc- 
work  outside  the  United  States  for  Gideons  Scriptures  in  1999,  he's  not  talking  about  tion  in  income,  fearing  he  would  lack  the 
International,  Ken  Speakman  has  traveled  in  crates  of  Bibles  shipped  to  distant  locations  resources  to  send  his  three  daughters  to 
more  than  70  countries.  He  is  also  currently  to  be  opened  by  urumown  persons.  college.  He  considers  the  fact  that  all  three 

serymg  as  chairman  of  trustees  for  LifeWay  Every  Script  distributed  by  the  142,000  have  earned  graduate  degrees  a  testimony 
Chnstiari  Rewurces  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Gideons  in  l73  coimtries  is  passed  from  the  to  God's  faitMulness. 

ConyentiOT  in  Nashville.  hands  of  a  Gideon  to  ari  mdividual  in  a  For  the  past  20  years,  Speakman  has  been 


Dpened  by  urd^wn  persons.  college.  He  considers  the  fact  that  all  three 

?ry  Scripture  distributed  by  ti\e  142,000  have  earned  graduate  degrees  a  testimony 
ns  in  173  coimtries  is  pas^  from  the  tp  God's  faithfiilness. 

-  I.  of  a  Gideon  to  an  mdividual'  in  a  For  the  past  20  years,  Speakman  has  been 

When  Speakman  reports  that  members  of  school,  ho^ital,  prison,  or  otiier  location.  responsible  for  the  growth  and  manage- 

»  - -  "We  don't  mail  or  drop  off  ment  of  Gideons  out^e  the  United  State. 

Scriptures,"  he  said.  "We  can't  save  More  than  one-third  or  58,000  of  Gideons 
anybody.  TBe  Word  of  God  can  and  live  and  work  in  other  countries.  In  January 
does.  Cnir  job  is  to  get  the  Word  of  2(X)0,  he  will  become  director  of  support  ser- 
God  to  people  who  o^erwise  would  vices,  a  position  that  will  involve  continued 
never  have  a  copj^'.  .  international  travel,  fund-rciising,  and  con- 

Foimded  in  1899,  organization  suiting  with  Gideons  throughout  the  world, 
of  business  and  profe^ional  men  was  Gideons  employees  must  be  dedicated 
named  after  Gideon  of  the  Old  Christians.  Every  workday  begins  with  a  30- 

Test^ent,  "a  man  who  was  the  least  minute  chapel  service.  read  the 

of  his  tribe  but  took  300  men  and  con-  Scripture  and  have  prayer  requests, 

quered  the  Midianite,  he  said.  Unbelievable  prayer  requests  come  in  here. 

^Teakman,  a  Southern  Baptist  lay-  "At  LifeWaj^J^  impressed  by  the  qual- 
m^  Mid  mteU?er  of  Hermitage  Hte  ity  and  comminnOTt  or  our  employees." 
v^mch,  Nashville,  became  a  Gidecm  in  Speakman  is  proud  of  the  role  played  by 

1%7  while  working  as  a  state  manager  LifeWay  in  providing  Christian  resources 
for  an  insurance  company  in  for  churches  and  individuals. 

Nashv^e.  He  soon  realized  the  min-  "We  ate  discipling  and  training  our  peo- 

IStrv  of  thp  ortraniTAHnn  wAQ VwwMnirkcy  Wa 
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of  his  tribe  but  took  300  men  and  con¬ 
quered  the  Midianite,"  he  said. 

^Teakm^  a  Southern  Baptist  lay¬ 
man  and  rxionber  of  Hermitage  Him 
Church,  Nashville,  became  a  Gidecm  in 
1967  while  working  as  a  state  manager 
for  an  insurance  company  in 
Nashville.  He  soon  realizea  the  min- 


istry  of  the  organization  was  becoming  pie.  We  are  budding  up  the  faith  of  people 

an  inmpasino’  nrinnHz  tn  hi«  Itfc  in  mi*.  _ 5:^  *  ^ 


an  incieasmg  pnonty  m  his  life.  m  our  churches,"  he  said. 

"Gomg  to  churches  and  giving  "I  think  our  future  is  bright,"  Speakman 
Gideons  mesMges  we^e  the  times  said.  "Business  is  going  to  change  and  I 

_ that  I  was  the  happiest,"  he  recalled,  think  LifeWav  is  willine  to  make  rhancTP<; 

SPANNING  THE  GLOBE  —  As  director  of  work  outside  the  U.S.  for  Gideons  International,  With  the  support  of  Reba,  his  wife  of  in  the  right  way,  keeping  the  focus  on  me 
Ken  Speakman  has  traveled  in  more  than  70  countries.  Speakman,  who  also  serves  as  chair-  40  .years,  he  reduced  his  salary  by  spiritual  At  Gideons  we  do  not  chance 
man  of  trustees  for  LifeWay  Christian  Resources  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  has  pre-  two-thirds  in  December  1968  to  join  our  means  to  get  to  the  end  LifeWav  also 
sented  Bibles  to  heads  of  state  including  Mobutu  Sese  Seko,  former  head  of  the  African  nation  the  staff  of  Gideons  International.  has  to  keep  ite  focus  to  provide  the  best 
of  Zaire,  and  to  the  late  Indian  Prime  Minister  Indira  Gandhi.  (BP  photo  by  Morris  Abernathy)  He  recalled  the  anxiety  he  felt  on  Christian  Ifterature  and  change  lives." 
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The  Baptist  Record- 
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•  January  6,  2(XX) 


